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PREFATORY REMARKS. 



The object of the following pages is one, 
and exclusive — to pour a " cruse of oil," 
on the stormy waves of Chbistian Po- 
lemics — an humble effort, to promote con- 
cord in our Peotestant Zion — to carry 
to the hearty, xrf my brethren in the 
ministry, the sacred command: "Peace: 
" BE still" — and, to induce them — (in- 
stead of " beating the air," in acrimonious 
contest, on scriptural mysteries — more 
especially, on one, infinitely above the 
reach; and beyond the grasp, of "man's 
" understanding ") — to " study to be quiet: 
" and, (like the primitive believers) to 
" walk in the fear of the Lord : and the 
" comfort of the Holy Ghost." 
It is confidently said : and, possibly, 

A 2 



IV PREFATORY REMARKS. 

believed : that, the number of serious 
Christians^ is, daily, augmenting in our 
country. — Such may be the case ! — It 
would, however, be a more cheering con- 
viction to the mind, could we feel assured : 
that the increase of re(d Christians^ among 
us, was equally unquestionable — of those, 
who added to their other spiritual graces ; 
the Gospel virtues, of Personal Humility ; 
and Evangelical Charity — a diffidencb 
in the infallibility of their own doc- 
trinal views — and a tolerant feeling, 
towards such of their Christian Brethren, 
as differ from them, on points of specu- 
lative, or METAPHYSICAL DlVLNlTY. 

I would here further remark, that my 
attention was, first, more particularly di- 
rected to the subject of the following pages, 
a few years ago ; by an Exhortation, de- 
livered, (in the hearing of a friend) by a 
worthy minister, (more zealous than wise) 
of a fashionable proprietary chapel, to the 
members of his congregation — not to be- 



PREFATORY REMARKS. V 

LONG TO THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BiBLE 

Society — which he denounced, as a God- 
denying Society — because, it received the 
SUBSCRIPTIONS, of SociNiANS and Arians: 
permitted their names to be enrolled on 
its list of BENEFACTORS ! and allowed them, 
to be partakers, in its extensive " labour of 
" Love ! " 

'^ Tantane animis ccelestibus Tree f " 



THE 



RETRACTATION OF DR. WHITBY. 



" It is rightly and truly observed by Jus- 
" tin Martyr^ * that an exact scrutiny into 
" things, doth often produce conviction : 
" that those things which we once judged 
" to be right, are, after a more diligent 
" enquiry into truth, found to be far other- 
" wise.' 

" And, truly, I am not ashamed to say, 
" this is my very case : for, when I wrote my 
" COMMENTARIES on the New Testament, 
" I went on (too hastily I own) in the 
" common beaten road of other reputed 
" ORTHODOX divines : conceiving, that the 
" Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in one 
" complex notion, were one and the same 
" God, by virtue of the same individual 
" ESSENCE communicated from the Father. 



RETRACTATION OF DR. WHITBY. VU 

" This confiised notion, I am now folly 
" convinced, to be a thing impossible, and 
" full of gross ABSURDITIES and contra- 

" DICTIONS." 

After mentioning his retractation^ or 
change of opinion, he proceeds : — 

" Nothing, I say, but^the love of truth, 
" can be supposed to extort such a retrac- 
" tation from 771^, who, having lived so 
" long beyond the common period of life ; 
" can have nothing else to do, but to 
" prepare for my great change : and, in 
" order thereunto, to make my peace with 
" God, before I die. To this purpose I 
" solemnly appeal to the Searcher of hearts, 
" and call God to witness, whether I have 
" HASTILY or RASHLY departed from the 
" common opinion : or rather, whether I 
" have not deliberately and calmly 
" weighed the arguments, on both sides, 
" drawn from Scripture and antiquity."* 

♦ YSTEPAI *P0NTIAE2 : or "Last Thoughts,'* London: 
Clarke: 1822: a posthumous work, by the profoundly- 



Vlll RETRACTATION OF DR. WHITBY. 

kamed and eminently-pious, Dr. Whitby — a work which 
all BiBLicAii Students, should, daily, and diligently '^ read : 
** mark : learn : and inwardly digest : " 

— Tioctumd versate Tnanu : versate diumd — 

and which those earnest pioneers of reviving popebt, in 
our reformed, protestant land, — the Pusettfes, — might 
study, with special benefit : if, indeed, they should survive 
the coup de grace inflicted on them, in the 77th Vol. of the 
Edinbubgh Review: — or, if they be not "smitten," 
beyond cure, by " the noisome pestilence" of CHiMEsicAii 
Theology : or drifted, beyond the reach of reasoning, by 
delirious dreamings, of the vital impobtance of unscbip- 
TUBAL oBDmAiiCES ; and fobmal obsebvaivces. 



A FEW 

REVERENTIAL THOUGHTS, 



TO I. L , ESQ. 

London, May 1. 1844. 

My dear Sik, 
With your request, for an early answer to 
your interesting and ingenious letter, I 
could not comply. Both its subject and 
its reasoning, required, and deserved, much 
deliberate consideration : some attentive re- 
search : and no small measure of calm, un- 
prejudiced, and solemn thought. All these 
have been awarded to it : but, delay in the 
acknowledgment of its receipt, was a neces- 
sary consequence of this cautious, step-by- 
step process, in preparing a reply to it. 
Here then you have my explanation and 
apology : and will, doubtless, prefer an im- 
/ ^ B 



2 A FEW REVERENTIAL THOUGHTS. 

mediate approach to its important subject ; 
to any farther lingering, on the causes of, 
or excuses for, my unusual silence. 

To know Jesus Christ, as our only Sa- 
viour; Legislator; and Judge: as our 
only Mediator ; Advocate ; and Interces- 
sor with " the Father : " is, according to 
my view of the Gospel Revelation, to know, 
not only, all that we can^ but also, all that 
it was designed we should know, of " the 
Holy one of God '^ — and, to receive into 
the heart; to hold; and to profess this 
Knowledge, or Faith : and, to apply it to the 
conduct of life, by seeking his " Grace ; ^** 
and " keeping " his " saying ; "f appears to 
my mind, to be all that is requisite to con- 
stitute a Christian; and to make such a 
practical believer, through God's free and 
infinite Mercy in Jesus Christ, " an inheritor 
" of the Kingdom of Heaven." 

You will observe, that I use the words 
all thai it was designed we should know : and 
this I doy upon the authority of a remark- 

* My Grace is suficient/or Ihee. 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
^ If a man keep my sayinff^ he shaR never see Death. 
John, viii. 51. 
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able saying of Jesus Christ himself: which, 
in my humble opinion, implies (at least 
negatively) thalf the essential Nature ; or, 
SPECIFIC character of the Son of God, was 
never intended to be a matter of revelation 
to Mankind. 

In the xith chap, of St. Matthew's gospel, 
we have an account — of John the Baptist 
sending two of his disciples, to enquire of 
our blessed Lord, whether or not He were 
the Messiah — of the result of this mission 
— of Christ's testimony of John — of his 
reprehension of the Jews, for their false 
judgment, respecting the Baptist and him- 
self — and, of his upbraiding the Jewish 
cities, wherein most of his mighty works 
had been done, for their obdurate impeni- 
tence. Our blessed Lord then breaks out 
into a sublimely pious strain of thanks- 
giving to his " Father," " the Lord of 
" Heaven and Earth," for revealing the 
mysteries of his love and mercy, to the 
meek, the humble, and the lowly ; and de- 
clares, that " all things" pertaining to the 
great scheme of Man's redemption, were, 
by the Father " djjlivered " to Him. To 
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this declaration, he immediately adds these 
emphatic and significant words: No Man 

KNOWETH THE SON, BUT rTHE FaTHER — 
NEITHER KNOWETH ANY MAN THE FaTHER, 
SAVE THE SON, AND HE TO WHOMSOEVER THE 

SON WILL REVEAL HIM — a passagc, which I 
would, with the profoundest awe, and sin- 
cerest humility, venture to expand, into a 
paraphrase, somewhat similar to the fol- 
lowing : — 

" The Nature, attributes, and will of 
" God ; and the wonders of his redeeming 
" love ; are known only to ' the Son : ' but, 
" as this knowledge (to a certain extent) 
" is NECESSARY to Mankind, for their in- 
" struction, improvement, and salvation — 
" so * the Son ' (to whom * all things are 
" DELIVERED ' by * the Father') will, and 
'' does, by his preaching and precepts, re- 
^' veal this knowledge to the world. 

^' Such a revelation, respecting the Na- 
" ture, attributes, and wiU of GrOD, is, 
" I repeat, necessary to be unfolded to 
^^ Mankind: inasmuch as they are all, 
" both Jews and Gentiles, sunk in sin, 
" and covered with spiritual darkness— 
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" either utterly ignorant of the Nature of 
^* God ; or, entertaining the most perverse 
" notions of the Divine Majesty. 

" With regard to the Gentiles, their 
" conceptions of the Deity and his will, 
" are altogether * corrupt and abominable.' 
" They have severed the Divine Unity, into 
" 'Gods many, and Lords many.' They 
" have cloathed these imaginary Beings, 
" with human passions : and made them pa- 
" trons and examples, of vice and profligacy. 
" Their services of worship, are, at best, but 
« pompous, gaudy, and unmeaim^ foms: 
** and, for the most part, cruel, licentious, 
" and obscene practices : and, as the Morals 
" of Mankind wiU ever be conformed, in a 
'^ great measure, to the character of their 
*' Religion ; so their general conduct is 
" polluted, by the grossest sensuality, inhu- 
« manity, and moral turpitude. 

" With respect to the Jews also, the 
" necessity of a more perfect Revelation 
" of the Nature and Will of God, is equally 
" pressing. The unity of the GtODHead, 
" indeed, (the fundamental principle of 
" Religion) is known to, and professed by 

B 3 



6 A FEW REVBEENTIAL THOUGHTS. 

" them : for ' the Father/ when he first 
*' appointed the Israelites to be ' a peculiar 
" people/ revealed this great truth to them, 
" by his inspired servant Moses, in these ex- 
" press, clear, and solemn terms : * Hear, 
" Israel : the Lord our God is one Lord/* — 
" The WILL of the Father,' also, as far as 
" regards religious and moral obedience, 
" was made known unto the Jews, through 
" * the two Tables of Testimony ; tables of 
" stone written with the finger of God : ' f 
" containing those eternal laws (positive 
" and negative) of right conduct ; to be 
" observed, not only by the Jews, but, 
" (from the period of my manifestation in 
" the flesh) by all mankind, to the latest 
" generations. This carnal people, how- 
" ever, have grossly abused the superior 
" religious and moral knowledge, which 
" ' my Father who is in Heaven,' gra- 
" ciously vouchsafed unto them. Their 
" notions of God, have become altogether 
" derogatory to the absolute perfection of 
" the Divine Nature : and the tone of their 

♦ Deut. vi. 4. t Exod. xzxi. 18. 
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" nuyraUty^ is ia uniscai wiiih these false con- 
" ceptions of the Deity. They have dared 
" to circumscribe the iliimitable loving- 
" kindness of Jehovah, and confiaed the 
" favour of that Being, whose * tender mer- 
" cies ' are * over all his works,' to the 
" Jewish Nation alone. They have made* 
" him a partial and arbitrary God : ar- 
" Togating to themselves, his exclusive 
" protection ; and regarding the rest of 
** Mankind, as unworthy of his care ; and 
" destitute of the spiritual blessings, which 
" they have alone enjoyed. Depending on 
" a strict observance of ' the Law of works,' 
^* for justification with Gron, they are rigid, 
" in the formaUties of Religion — in their 
" prayers and fastings — in their sacrifices 
" and offerings — but, ' the power of God- 
" liness ' is unknown to them : and no prin- 
" ciple of real Piety exists in their hearts. 
" These nourish only feelings, hatefiil in the 
^' sight of the Most High — ^pride : malice : 
" bitterness : hypocrisy : and * all uncharit- 
" ableness : ' and their outward behaviour is 
" stamped with the impress of this internal 
" corruption. So, that the favoured Jews, 
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8 A FEW REVEBBNTIAL THOUGHTS* 

" stand as much in need of a renewed, and 
" more ample revelation of the Natube and 
" Will of the Almighty ; as the enlightened 
" Oentiles, are in want of the disclosure, 
" of a ^ ONE TRUE God ; ' and of the real and 
" only means, of obtaining his pardon, ac- 
" ceptance, and salvation. 

" Such (my Disciples) is the necessity, 
" which ALL Mankind labour under, at 
** present, of a eevelation of the Nature 
'^ and ATTRIBUTES of God, as fiill and 
" distinct, as the human mind is capable 
" of conceiving subjects so transcendant, 
" and purely spiritual — and * for the relief 
" of this NECESSITY,' I, * the Son^' make 
'^ this Eevelation, both to Gentiles and 
'^ Jews, according to their respective 
" WANTS : or their perverse, or corrupted 
" notions. 

" In opposition to the plurality of 
" Divinities among the former^ I reveal the 
" UNITY of the Godhead — * this is Life 
" eternal : that they might know thee, 
" the ONLY TRUE God ; and Jesus Christ 
" whom THOU hast seen,'* — 'The first of 

* John xviir 3. 
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all the commandments is ; the Lord our 
God is one Lord.'* — To correct their 
gross conceptions of the Divine Nature, 
I, 'the Son/ reveal to the Gentiles, 
these ATTRIBUTES of the Most High — 
the Majesty of God : He is *the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth : ' + whose ' Throne ' is 
in * Heaven,' and whose FootstooP is ' the 
Earth' — the omniscience of God: 'He 
seeth in secret: 'J and 'knoweth the 
heart ' § — the omnipotence of God : ' with 
God all things are possible '|| — the 
Justice of God: 'that servant which 
knew his Lord's will, and prepared not 
himself, neither did according to his will, 
shall be beaten with many stripes ; but 
he that knew not, and did commit things 
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
few stripes'^ — the love and mercy of 
God: 'God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him, should not 

* Mark xii. 29. f Matt. v. 34. xi. 25. 

1 Matt. y. 48. § Luke xvi. 15. 

^ Matt. xiz. 26. ^ Luke zii. 47. 
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10 A FEW RBVERENTIAlii THOUGHTS. 

"perish, but have everlasting life'* — the 
" Providence of God : ' are not two 
" sparrows sold for a farthing? and not one 
" of them shall fall to the ground without 
" your Father. But, the very hairs of 
" your head, are all numbered. Fear ye 
" not, therefore, ye are of more value than 
"many sparrows 'f — the absolute good- 
" NESS, and exclusive perfection of God : 
" * Why callest thou me good ? There 
"is NONE good but one: that is God.' J 
" * Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
" Father, which is in Heaven, is perfect' § 
" — and further ; I, * the Son,' reveal to 
" the Genthjes, that God is the sole object 
" of PRATER, and WORSHIP : * whatsoever ye 
" shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
" give it you.' || ' Thou shalt worship the 
" Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
" serve.' ^ 

" To demonstrate the errors : and to 
" shame and correct the vices and prgu- 
" dices of the Jews, I, * the Son,' reveal to 

* John ili. 16. f Matt. x. 29., &c. 

X Matt. xix. 17. § Matt. xix. 48. 

g John xvi. 23. ^ Matt. iv. 10. 
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" them the niPARTiALiTr of God : who 
" * maketh his sun to rise on the evil and 
" the good ; and sendeth rain on the just 
" and on the unjust.' * — I reveal to them, 
" God's indignation at ' the proud ;' and 
" his favour towards ' the humble ; meek 
" and LOWLT in heart : ' ^ whosoever ex- 
^^ alteth himself shall be abased ; and he 
" that humbleth himself shall be exalted.' f 
" ' Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
" is the Kingdom of Heaven.' ' Blessed 
" are the meek ; for they shall inherit the 
"earth:' * Blessed are the Peace-makers, 
" for they shall be called the children of 
" God.' J — I, further, reveal to the Jews, 
" God's love of purity : * Blessed are the 
" PURE in HEART, for they shall see God' — 
" and, in opposition to the false and fatal 
" notion, that mere formal worship ; or a 
" rigid attention to the ritual of Edigion, 
" would be |deasing to God : I reveal to 
"them, that * God- is a spirit: and they 
" that worship Him, must worship Him 
" in SPIRIT and in truth.' § 

* Matt. V. 45. f Luke xiy. IL 

X Matt. V. 1., &C. § John iv. 24. 
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12 A FEW REYEEENTIAL THOUGHTS, 

'/ Bait, although it was necessary that 
•" I), ;'.'the Son/ should, thus far, unfold the 
*' Nature and Attributes of ^ the Father,' 
" in order to enlighten, improve,' and 
" spiritualize, both Gentiles and Jews : 
^' and to conduct Mankind to Holiness, 
" virtue, and Heaven : the same reasons 
" do not exist, for a revelation of the 
" Nature of ' the Son,' which ' no man 
" knoweth, but the Father.' This is a 
" subject of impenetrable mystery to the 
" human mind ; confined, exclusively, to 
^' the contemplation of the Divine one. 
" On this awful point, it is sufficient for 
" Mankind to know, that I, ' the Son,' 
" came forth from ' the Father ; and am 
" come into the world ; '* and that I have 
^' perfect authority and power, to pro- 
" mulgate what I preach : to perform all 
" r promise : and to execute all I threaten : 
" inasmuch, as ' all things are delivered 
" unto me of my Father.' " 

" To scrutinize, therefore, into a mys- 
'' tery, which is among ' the deep things 

* John xvi. 28. 
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" of GrOD ; ' to affect to be * wise beyond 
" what is written ; ' to attempt to acquire 
" precise ideas, of the essential Nature, or 

" SPECIFIC CHARACTER, of ' the SON,' which 

" is purposely concealed from Man's know- 
" ledge and investigation ; is a temerity 
" scarcely to be excused : but, to dogma- 
" TiZE on a topic so inconceivable : to make 
" it a subject of angry contention, with 
*' your fellow-Christians ; or, an occasion of 
" persecution against them ; or even of 
" with-holding from them, your sympathy, 
« confidence, aod regard, involves in it a 
" degree of guilt, which cannot hope to 
" escape punishment, from * your Father 
" which is in Heaven/ " 

I know not, my dear Sir, whether my 
view of the passage in question: ol' whe- 
ther the whole of the foregoing paraphrase 
of it, will meet your complete concurrence : 
but, I feel fully assured, that, whatever 
iiiay he your opinion of either, the con- 
clusion of this paraphrase, contaios a sen- 
timent, to which both your understanding 
and heart, will fully assent. It is utterly 
amazing, indeed, as well as truly lament- 
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able, to contemplate the mass of odium 
and misery, which, from the period almost 
immediately succeeding the apostolic age to 
the present day, the Christian Worid has 
heaped upon itself, by the unceasing disputes 
carried o" bet^ei its members, on the in- 
explicable question of the essential Nature, 

or SPECIFIC CHARACTER, of OUT BLESSED 

Lord. For upwards of seventeen centuries, 
this question has been agitated in constant 
storms of passion, and frequent oceans of 
blood. Time : learning: common sense : piety : 
charity: and humanity; have, at different 
times, been largely sacrificed, or grossly 
violated, in the course of these acrimonious 
differences of opinion: which, like the 
hereditary feuds of savages; have been 
transmitted from generation to generation ; 
and exist, at this moment, and in our own 
country, in all their former activity and 
bitterness ; though, happUy, not, as hereto- 
fore, scandalized by persecution, nor pol- 
luted with gore. 

The origin of the contradictory notions 
respecting the Nature of Jesus Christ, 
which have produced these sad interruptions 
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of the peace of the Christian church, may, 
possibly, be discovered, in the following 
circumstances of its history. 

No sooner was the miraculous assistance 
of God with-drawn from it ; and its growth 
and support committed, in a great measure, 
to the impulse and operation of common 
causes and effects ; than human passions 
and secular motives, began to mix them- 
selves up with the religious feelings of be- 
lievers in Christ : and creations of fancy, 
and chimseras of imagination, were en- 
grafted upon the declarations, or, substituted 
for the truths, of Revelation. Christians 
forsook " the fountain of living waters," the 
Holy Scrifturbs, "and hewed them out, 
" cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
" water. " * The visionary tenets of the 
Eastern Sages ; and the perplexed metaphy- 
sics of the Western Philosophers, mingled 
themselves with " the words of eternal life : " 
and Persia and Greece: the Devotees of 
•Zoroaster, and the admirers of Plato: all 
contributed to obscure, deform, and distort, 

* Jerenuah u. 13. 
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the plain, reasonable, and beautiful Religion 
of Jesus Chmst. The Nature of the Sa- 
viour of Mankind, from the very circum- 
stance of its designed deeply-mysterious cha- 
racter, was eagerly seized upon, as a fit 
subject, for the exercise of ingenuity, and 
the trial of intellectual skill: and notions 
equally absurd and impious, were advanced, 
and strenuously insisted on, by the contro- 
versialists, on all sides, as "forms of sound 
" words," on this inconceivable topic. The 
swordj too, was resorted to, in aid x)f false 
reasoning, and insufficient argument: and 
the history of the church, presents, for 
several successive centuries, a melancholy 
picture, of the most virulent disputations, 
and most sanguinary operations, to determine 
the essential nature, or specific character 
of " the Prince of Peace." 

To these belligerent religionists, suc- 
ceeded the more acute, but less ferocious 
schooIiMEN: who threw around the agi- 
tated question, a thicker cloud of darknesS 
than had hitherto involved it. Enamoured 
with the subtlety by which they were dis- 
tinguished, and in which they excelled. 
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they treated it scholastically^ rather than 
scriptarally. Instead of resorting to the 
Oospel^ they had recourse to hgic^ for their 
explications and proofs. In lieu of the 
"sayings" of Christ himself, they carried 
on the controversy, in the terms of their 
own art. They invented a vocabulary of 
WORDS, nowhere to be discovered in the 
Bible ; and conveying no precise or " ade- 
" quate " ideas to the mind : and identified a 
sound and orthodox Faith, with the belief 
of mere nominal Phantoms ; and utter in- 
comprehensibilities. The delusions of these 
ingenious men, upon the point under 
consideration, have descended to ourselves ; 
and Christians of the 19th century, are still 
bewildering themselves in these intricate 
labyrinths : or disputing with their Christian 
brethren, about the unsubstantial concep- 
tions, or unmeaning words, of the school- 
men of old. 

It will, probably, occur to your mind, that, 
reasoning, as I have thus done, on the im- 
propriety and ill-success, of every enquiry 
into the essential Nature, or specific 

CHARACTER, of OUr MOST BLESSED LOBD : I 
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ought, myself, to have forborne to approach 
so hallowed, and recondite a subject — and, 
such would have been my own feeling, had 
I, in these few reverential thoughts; 
— " travelled " (as the Lawyers speak) " out 
" of the Record : " or dared, to proceed a step 
beyond "that which is written." My process, 
on the contrary, has been, simply, this, — to 
extract from the Gospel of St. Matthew (for 
I leave it to younger and abler Divines than 
myself, to pursue the investigation, through 
the other three Gospels*) those appellations 
or TITLES, which, it pleased our most blessed 
Lord to assume to himself; or to accept 
from (or permitted to be applied to him, by) 
others f: and to adduce, from the four 

* Though this appears to be the less necessary, as the 
four Gospels are in perfect harmony with each other : were 
all dictated by '* the same spirit," and all ** speak the same 
things,** as far as regard, " Doctrine ; reproof: correction : 
"• and instruction in Righteousness." 

f The words addressed by Thomas, to our Uessed Lord, 
when Jesus upbraided his want of Faith — " My Lord and 
my Gob!" — and which were permitted; or accepted, by 
Christ — and considered, by some of the best commentators, 
as ejacvlaiory — the sudden, unconsidered, expression; of 
an instantaneous conviction of Christ's identity — of as- 
TomsHiiENT at his substantial apfbarance : and of sorrow 
and shame, at his (Thomas') previous incredulity. See 
Beza : Grotius : and, Whitby's Last Thoughts : on John 
XX. 28. Compare Johnx. 33, 34, 35, 36. 
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Gospels; a few passages (with a slight ac- 
companying Scholium on each) ; which 
(united with these appellations) convince 
my mind — that, the essential nature, or 
SPECIFIC CHARACTER of the Saviour of the 
world, is a secret, hidden among " the deep 
things of God," — ^andthat to dogmatize upon 
the subject, is equally vain and profane. 
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ST. MATTHEWS GOSPEL. 

Passages, in which our blessed Lord, as- 
sumes to himself; or accepts ; or permits 
to be applied to Him, the appellation, 
of the Son of God. 

Ckap. Verse 

iii. 17. " And lo, a voice from Heaven, 
" saying, This is my beloved 
" Son—" 
iv. 3. " And, when the Tempter came 
" unto Him, he said. If thou 
" be the Son of God—" 
6. " And saith unto Him, If thou 
" be the Son of God." 
viii. 29. " What have we to do with 

" thee, Jesus, thou Son of 
" God ?" 
xiv. 33. " Saying : of a truth thou art 

" the Son of God." 
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Chap. Verse St. Matthew's Grospel. 

xvi. 16. " And Simon Peter answered 

" and said, Thou art the 
*' Christ : the Son of the 
*' LIVING God." 
xvii. 5. " And behold, a voice out of 

" the cloud, which said, This 
" is my BELOVED Son." 
xvi. 63. " I adjure thee, by the living 

" God, that thou teU us whe- 
" ther thou be the Christ, 
" the Son of God : " 

64. " Jesus saith unto him thou 
" hast said." 
xxvii. 40. " If thou be the Son of God, 

" come down from the Cross." 

43. *' For he said I am the Son of 
" God." 

54. '^ They feared greatly, saying, 
" Truly THIS was the Son of 
" God." 
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ST. MATTHEWS GOSPEL. 

Passages, in which oub blessed Lord as- 
sumes to himself; or accepts ; or permits 
to be applied to him, the appellatiok of 
the SoH of Man. 

Chap. Verse 

viii. 20. " But the Son of Man hath not 

" where to lay his head." 
ix. 6. " But that ye may know that the 

" Son of Man hath power.'' 
X. 23. "TiU the Son of Man be come." 
xi. 19. " The Son of Man is come eat- 

" ing and drinking." 
xii. 8. " The Son of Man is Lord also 

"of the Sabbath." 
32. " And whosoever speaketh a 
" word against the Son of 
" Man." 

40. " So shaU the Son of Man." 
xiii. 37. " He who soweth the good seed, 

" is the Son of Man." 

41. " The Son of Man shaQ send 

" his angels." 
xvi. 13. " Whom do men say, that I, the 

" Son of Man, am?" 
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Chap. Verse St. Matthew's Gospel. 

xvi. 27. " For the Son of Man shall 

■ 

'^ come in the Glory of his 

" Father." 
28. " TJnta they shall see the Son 

" of Man." 
xvii. 9. *^ Until the Son of Man be risen 

" again from the dead." 
12. ^ Likewise shall also the Son of 

" Man suffer of them." 
22. " The Son of Man shall be be- 

" trayed into the hands of 

" men," 
xviii. 11. " For the Son of Man is come 

" to save that which was 

" lost." 
xix. 28. " When the Son of Man shaU 

" sit upon tiie throne of his 

'' Glory." 
XX. 18. " And the Son of Man shall be 

" betrayed." 
28. "Even as the Son of Man 

" came." 
xxiv. 27. " So shall the coming of the 

" Son of Man be." 
30. " And then shaU appear the 

" sign of the Son of Man." 
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Chap. Verse St. Matthew's Gospel. 

xxiv. Id. " The Son of Man coming in 

*^ the clouds of Heaven." 
37. " So shall also the coming of 

" the Son of Man be." 
39. " So shall also the coming of the 

" Son of Man be." 
44. " For in such an hour as ye 

" think not, the Son of Man 

" Cometh." 
XXV. 13. ** Ye know neither the day nor 

" the hour, when the Son of 

" Man Cometh." 
31. " When the Son of Man shaU 

" come in his Glory." 
xxvi. 2. " And the Son of Man is be- 

" trayed." 
24. *' The Son of Man goeth as it 

"is written of him." 
24. " Woe unto that man by whom 

" the Son of Man is be- 

« trayed." 
xxvi. 45. " And the Son of Man is be- 

" trayed." 
64. " Hereafter shall ye see the Son 

" of Man." 
xxviii. 19. " And of the Son." 
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Passages, containing appellations, mis- 
cellaneous, which OTJE MOST BLESSED LORD, 

either assumes ; or applies to himself ; or 
permitted to be applied to him. 

Chap. Verse St. Matthew's Gospel. 

ix. 27. " Thou Son of David." 

XV. 22. " Have mercy on me, Lord, 

" thou Son of David." 
xvi. 16. " Thou art the Christ." 

20. " They should teU no man that 

" he was Jesus the Christ." 
XX. 30. " Have mercy on us, Lord, 

" thou Son of David." 
31. " Id." 
Jsi. 9. " Hosannah to the Son of Da- 

" VID." 

11. " This is Jesus the Prophet of 

" Nazareth of Galilee." 
15. " Hosaimah to the Son of Da- 

" VID." 

xxii. 42. " They say unto him, * the Son 

" ' of David.' " 
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Chap. Verse St. Mattliew*s Grospel. 

XXV. 34. " Then shall the King say unto 

" them." 
40. " Id." 
xxvi. 63. '* Whether thou be the ChSist." 
64. ^' Jesus saith unto him, thou 

" hast SAID." 
71. " This man was with Jesus of 

" Nazabeth." 
xxvii. 11. " Art thou the King of the 

" Jews ? And Jesus said unto 

" him : Thou sayest." 
29. " HaU ! King of the Jews." 
37. " This is Jesus the King of the 

" Jews." 
42. " If thou art the King of Is- 

" RAEL." 

xxviii. 19. " Baptising them in the name 

" of the Father, and of the 
" Son, and of the Holy 
" Ghost." 
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Passages, in which GUI' most blessed 
Lord, refers ; or prays ; or appeals to, God : 
or pennits God to be referred to : as His 
Father : or the Father of Human Kind. 

Chap. Verse St. Matthew's Gospel. 

iv. 4. " Every word coming out of the 
" mouth of God." 
7. "It is written again : Thou 
" shalt not tempt the Lord 
« thy God." 
10. " It is written, thou shalt WOR- 
" ship the Lord thy God : 
" and him only shalt thou 
" serve." 
V. 8. " They shall see God." 

9. ^' They shall be called the sons 

" of God." 
16. " Shall glorify your Father 

" which is IN Heaven." 
34. " For it is the throne of God." 
45. " That ye may be the sons of 
" YOUR Father which is in 
" Heaven." 
c 2 
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Chap. Verse St. Matlihew*8 GoepeL 

V. 48. " As YOUR Father which is in 

" Heaven is perfect." 
vi. 1. " You have no reward with 
" YOUR Father which is in 
" Heaven." 
4. " And THY Father who seeth 
' " in secret." 

6. " Pray to your Father, who is 
" in secret : and thy Father^ 
" who seeth m secret." 

8. " For YOUR Father knoweth." 

9. " Our Father which art in 

" Heaven." 

14. Your Father which is in Hea- 

" VEN." 

15. " Neither will your Father 

" forgive." 
18. " But to YOUR Father who is 

" in secret : and your father 

" who seeth." 
24. *^ Ye cannot serve GrOD and 

" Mammon." 
26. " Your heavenly Father feed- 

"eththem." 
30. " K God so cloath the grass." 



A FEW REVERENTIAL THOUGHTS. 29 
Chap. Verse St. Matthew's Grospel. 

vi, 32. " For your Heavenly Father 
"knoweth." 
33. " Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
'' God." 
vii. 11. " My Father which is in Hea- 

" VEN." 

21. " He who doeth the will of my 
" Father which is in Hea- 

" VEN." 

X. 20. " The spirit of your Father 
" which speaks in you." 
29. " Without YOUR Father." 

32. " Before your Father which is 

" IN Heaven." 

33. " Id." 

40. " Receiveth Him who sent me." 

Xi. 25. " I PRAISE THEE, OFaTHER LoRD 

" of Heaven and Earth." 

26. " Yea, Father." 

27. " All things are delivered unto 

" me of MY Father : and no 
" man knoweth the Son, but 
" the Father : neither know- 
" eth any man the Father, 
" save the Son, and he to 
c 3 
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Chap. Verse St. Matthew's Gospel. 

" whomsoever the Son wiH 

" reveal him.'^ 
xii. 4. " How he entered into the house 

" of God." 
28. " But, if I cast out devils by 

" the Spirit of God : then the 

" Kingdom of God is come 

" unto you." 
50. " For, whosoever shall do the 

" will of MT Father which is 

" IN Heaven." 
xiii. 43. " Then shall the righteous shine 

" forth as the sun in the 

" Kingdom of their Father." 
XV. 3. " Why do ye also transgress the 

" COMMANDMENT of GOD." 

4. " For God commanded." 
6. " Thus have ye made the com- 
** mandment of GrOD of none 
" effect." 
13. " Every plant which my hba- 
" VENLY Father hath not 
" planted." 
xvi. 16. " Thou art the Christ, the son 

" of the living God." 
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Chap. Verse St. Matthew's GospeL 

xvi. 17- " But Mr Father which is in 

" Heaven." 
27. " For the Son of Man shfdl come 
" in the glory of his Fa- 

'* THER." 

xviii. 10. " For I say unto you that in 

" Heaven, their angels do 

" always behold the face of 

" MT Father which is in 

" Heaven." 
14. " Even so it is not the wiU of 

" YOUR Father which is in 

" Heaven." 
19. " It shall be done for them of 

" MY Father which is in 

" Heaven." 
35. " So likewise shall my heavenly 

" Father do also unto you." 
xix. 8. " What therefore God hath 

" joined together." 
17. " Why callest thou me good ? 

" There is none good but one, 

" that is, God." 
26. " With God all things are pos- 

" sible." 
c 4 



32 A FEW REVEBENTTAL THOUGHTS. 
Chap. Verse St. Matthew's Gospel. 

XX. 23. " Is NOT MINE to givc, but it 

" shall be given to them, for 
" whom it is prepared of my 
"Father." 
xxi. 31. " The publicans and the harlots 

" go into the Kingdom of GtOd 
" before you." 
43. " The Kingdom of God shall be 
" taken from you." 
xxii. 16. " And teachest the way of God 

" in truth." 
21. " And unto God, the thmgs that 
" are God's." 

29. " Not knowing the Scriptures, 

" nor the power of God." 

30. " But are as the angels of God 

" in Heaven." 

31. " Have ye not read that which 

" was spoken unto you, by 
" God, saying," 

32. " I am the God of Abraham, 

" and the God of Isaac, and 
" the God of Jacob ; God is 
" not the God of the dead, 
" but of the living." 
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Chap. Verse St, Matthew's €k>spel. 

xxii. 37. " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 

" God." 
xxiii. 9. " And call no man your Father 

" upon the earth : for one is 
" your Father which is in 
" Heaven." 
22. " Sweareth by the throne of 
" God." 
xxiv. 36. " But of that day and hour 

" knoweth no man, no, not 
" the angels of heaven, but 
" MY Father only." 
XXV. 34. " Come, ye blessed of my Fa- 

" ther." 
xxvi. 39. " And prayed, saying, my 

" Father, if it be possible, 
" let this cup pass from me : 
" nevertheless, not as I will, 
" but, as THOU wilt." 
42. " MY Father — thy will be 

" done," 
53. " Thinkest thou that I cannot 
" now PRAY to my Father." 
61. " This fellow said, I am able to 
" destroy the Temple of God." 
c 5 
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Chap, y&ne St. Mattliew*8 Gospel. 

xxvi* ' 68. " I adjure thee by the living 

" God." 
64. " Hereafter shall ye see the 
" Son of Man sitting at the 

" bight hand of POWEE." 

xxvii. 46. " My God, my God, why hast 

" thou FOBSAKEN ME ? " 

xxviii. 19. " Baptizing them, in the name 

" of THE Father." 



passages from the four gospels, with 

scholia. 



MATTHEW. 



No. 1. c. iii. 15. For thus it becameth 
us to fulfil all righteousness. 

This appears to have been spoken, not 
in the spirit of accommodation, to the 
feelings, prejudices, or usages of the Jews ; 
but, of deference^ to acknowledged superior 
AUTHORITY* " We must fully perform (Rom. 
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" xiii. 10.) all positive as well as moral 
** righteousness." 

No. 2. c. iv. 4. It is vnitten^ Man shall 
not live by bread alone^ but^ by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

c. iv» 7. It is vmttm again j Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God. 

c. iv. 10. It is written^ Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy GrOD, and Him only shalt 
thou serve. 

By the application of these Scriptural 
quotations, to the propositions and offers of 
the Tempter, our blessed Lord manifestly 
implies, the unity and sovereignty of the 
Godhead. 

No. 3. c. V. 16. Let your light so shine 
before men^ that they may see your good works ^ 
and glorify your Father which is in Heaven. 

These latter words, " your Father which 
is in heaven," clearly involve the same 
great truth, that, " the Lord our God is 
ONE Lord." Numerous passages, indeed, in 
" the Sermon on the Mount," recognize this 
fundamental doctriiie; and would be con- 
tradictory or unintelligible, on the suppo- 
sition of Christ's co-equality with the Most 

c 6 
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High. See Chap. v. 8, 9. 34, 35. 45. Chap- 
vi. 1. 4. 6. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16. 18. 
24. 26, 27. 30. 32, 33. Chap. vii. 11. 21, 
&c. &c. 

No. 4. Chap. viii. 3. 1 mil : be thou dean. 

This is the language of conscious high, 
but DERIVED authority : for, Christ himself 
declared, that, " all things were . delivebed 
unto him of his father," Matt. xi. 27. — 
and that, " all power was given unto him, 
in heaven and in earth," xxviii, 18. The 
giver must, necessarily, (as far as respects 
the gift) be superior to him on whom the 
gift is bestowed. The same acknowledged 
DERIVED power, and delegated authority, 
were exercised by our blessed Lord, in the 
performance of all his miracles : as he him- 
self teUs us. John xiv. 10. , " The Father 
that dweUeth in me" (who has invested me 
with his power and authority) " he doeth 
the works." 

No. 5. Matt. ix. 38. Prat ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he wiU send forth 
labourers into his harvest.^^ 

This text, and many other intimations, 
directions, and injunctions of Jesus Christ 
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to his disciples, enunciate, or imply, the 
solemn fact, that, the Most High God, is 
alone, and exclusively, the object of prater. 
To this AxMiGHTY Lord, the source of uni- 
versal BEING ; who (according to the 
Apostle) is " the blessed and only poten- 
tate: the King of kings: who only hath 
immortality " * — " the one God and Father 
of ALL : who is above all ; and through 
all: and in us all:"f — and who will, in 
" the end, " be " ALL in all:"J — to this 
Eternal Being, I repeat, "the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ : " our 
blessed Saviour, was, himself, frequent, and 
fervent, aud long, in his suppKcations and 
thanksgivings, during the whole course of 
his ministry : and he closed his life, with 
commending "his spirit" into His"hands."§ 
To the same one eternal Being, he bade 
his disciples address themselves, in all their 
needs and difficulties, for assistance, support, 
and acceptance || ; and for this purpose, he 
famished them with a general form of sup- 

* 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. f Ephes. iv. 6. 

X 1 Cor. XV. 24—28. § Luke xxiii. 46. 

II Matt.xviii. 10., Johniv. 28. 
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plication ; capable of being adapted to every 
situation, circumstance, want, and emergency 
of human life: and that they might not 
mistake this solb object of prayer ; and, at 
the same time not lose sight of the great 
Christian truth, — that, the sole approach 
to God by prayer, was through the name 
and mediation of Jesus Christ, to all those 
on whom the light of the Gospel had al- 
ready shone or should hereafter shine -^ 
that these points, I repeat, might be fixedly 
rooted in their minds — Jesus gave to his 
disciples, in his last solemn and affectionate 
address to them, these specific and emphatic 
directions, on the important subject — " In 
tiiat day ye ^^ shall ask ME nothing. Verily, 
" verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall 
" ask the Father m mt name, he will give 
" it you. 

" Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my 
" NAME : ask and ye shall receive, that your 
" joy may be full. 

" At that day, ye shall ask in mt name : 
" and I say not unto you that I wiU pray 
" the Father for you : 

" For the Father himself loveth you ; 



A FEW EEVERENTIAL THOUGHTS. 39 

" because ye have loved me, and have be- 
" lieved, that I came out from God."* 

We are told, that " Christ ever liveth 
" to make iNTERCESSioir for us :"f and that 
for this purpose, he " sitteth on the right 
HAND of God." J Now, it is manifest to 
common sense, that, the intebgessob must 
needs be distinct from, and subordinate to, 
the Being intebceped : and that the phrase, 
at the Right Hand of God, involves the 
idea, of honoubable distinction, but not, 
ctf SUPEEBMINENCE. It may here be re- 
marked, that the thanksgivings of our 
BuBssED Lobd, to Almighty God, his 
Heavenly Fatheb, for assistance received, 
and for spiritual blessings conferred, wtere 
as direct, frequent, and unequivocal, as his 
supplications to the Divine Unity. See 
Matt. xi. 25. Johnxi. 41, &c. It is, perhaps^ 
unnecessary to remark — that the words, 
Tpwrxo9€i mn^y (translated throughout our 
version worshipped him) applied, on re- 
peated occasions, to Jesus Christ, from those 
who were petitioning for, or had ex- 

♦ John xvi. 23, 24. 26, 27. t Heb. vii. 25. 

I Colo8» iii. 1, 2< 
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perienced, his Compassion; or who were 
aware of his dignity and authority,—^ 
mean nothing more, than that prostration 
or obeisance^ with which it is customary, in 
the East, to approach personages of rank 
and power. I shall be anticipated also, by 
most of my readers, when I observe, that 
the Greek word eXeo^ (which our trans- 
lators have rendered mercy)^ so often be- 
sought from ouB BLESSED LoBD) by those 
who laboured under bodily anguish or 
mental distress, is to be understood, as his 
Pity or Compassion^ upon the various car 
lamities of the several petitioners. 

No. 6. Matt. X. 20. For^ it is not ye that 
speakj but the spirit of your Father which 
speaketh in you. 

The words quoted in No. 4. — " the 
" Father that dweUeth in me:" and those 
in the latter part of this text, " the spirit 
"of your Father which speaketh in you" 
— throw a mutual light on each other. 
They are both figubativb expressions, but 
identical in meaning: the former referring 
to the in-dwelling spirit of Almighty power 
and authority, which had been imparted 
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by the Father to Jesus Christ : the other 
to the in-dwelling spirit of ctvine wisdom, 
which would be conferred on his Apostles. 
This FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE (familiar in the 
Eastern regions of the world, at the present 
day) is a mode of speech, adopted by our 
BLESSED Lord, on a great variety of occasions. 
In John xvi. 32. He tells his disciples : " I 
am not alone : because the Father is with 
"me " — and in chap. viii. 18.^ he emphati- 
cally marks the personal distinction be- 
tween his Father and himself : " I am one 
that bear witness "of myself: and the 
" Father that sent me, beareth witness of 
" of me." In chap. x. 30. , He teUs the 
Jews : " I and my Father are one : " and 
applying precisely the same figurative ex- 
pression, to the case of his Disciples, in his 
solemn supplication to his Father, at the 
dose of his Ministry, he prays : chap, xviii. 
21, 22, 23., " That they all may be one: 
" as thou Father art in me, and I in thee : 
"that they also may be one in us — that 
" they may be one, even as we are one : that 
" THEY may be made perfect in one." 
It may, I think, be justly asserted, that, 
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had due and reasonable allowance been 
made for the figurative language of Scrcp- 
TUKE, little DOCTRINAL DISUNION would have 
ever arisen or have now subsisted, among 
those who " name the name of Christ." 
On what rational foundation, for instance, 
will stand the Roman Catholic doctrine of 
the REAL Presence, if we apply this test 
to its verity : and " compare things spiritual 
"with spiritual?" In Johnvi. 54, 55. 
our blessed Lord says (in the synagogue 
of Capernaum) to his disciples, and the 
multitude who surrounded him : " Whoso 
" EATETH my FLESH, and drinketh my blood, 
" hath eternal life — for my flesh is meat 
"indeed: and my blood is drink indeed 
" — He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
" my blood, dwelleth in me and I in him." 
To those who understood Jesus literally, 
these expressions, we find, appeared (as 
indeed they well might do) " a hard saying ; " 
and the astonishment of his faithful fol- 
lowers, was only allayed, by Christ's in- 
terpretation to them, of the bold metaphors 
in which he had clothed his speech. " It 
" is the SPIRIT that quickeneth : the flesh 
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" profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 
" unto you, they are the spikit, and they 
" are the life." v. 63. 

No. 7. Matt. xi. 27. "All things are 
" DELIVERED uuto me of my Father : and 
" no man knoweth the Son but the Father : 
"neither knoweth any man the Father, 
" save the Son, and he to whomsoever the 
*^ Son will reveal him," 

See this Text Mly paraphrased in the 
body of the letter. 

No. 8. Matt. xii. 6. 8. "But, I say 
-* imto you, that in this place is one greater 
than the Sabbath. — 

" For the Son of Man is Lord even of the 
" Sabbath day." 

These expressions seem to imply the con- 
sciousness of a dignity of Nature, so supe- 
rior to that of a mere inspired Man, that it 
is difficult for the mind to resist the idea of 
the Super-humanity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

No. 9. Matt. xvi. 17. " Blessed art thou, 
" Simon Barjona : for flesh and blood hath 
" not REVEALED it uuto thcc, but my Father 
which is in Heaven." 
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OuB BLESSED LoBD had enquired of his 
disciples, what opinions were generdUy en- 
tertaiDed, of his nature, character, or person. 
Having received an answer to this question, 
addresses another to them, particularly: 
" But, whom say ye that I am ? To this, 
Peter replies, " Thou art the Chbist ; the 
SON of the LIVING God." Our blessed Lord 
acknowledges the justness of the high, but 
filial and suBORDmATE character, thus at- 
tributed to him: and declares, that this 
GREAT TRUTH, was an actual revelation to 
Peter, from his "Father which is in 
" Heaven." 

No. 10. Matt. xvi. 27. " For the Son of 
" Man shall come in the glory of his Father, 
" with his angels : and then he shall reward 
" every man according to his works." 

The inconceivable, but subordinate, dig- 
nity of the NATURE of Jesus Christ, may be 
dearly, though generdly, infe,T«J, ^=m 
these words ; which are calculated to excite 
in the mind, every feeling of awe and 
reverence — for a Bsma so transcendently 
great : for the astonishing authority with 
which he is invested: and for the awful 
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offices which he is empowered to execute.' 
On viarious other occasions, and in numerous 
other declarations to his disciples and 
followers, our bi*essed Lord speaks of 
himself, in terms, which could be pTe- 
dicated only of a charactee stupendously 
" exalted." He styles himself " the Son 
of GtOd" (John V. 25. ix. 35, &c.) : and 
the only-begotten Son (John iii. 16. 18.) : 
he declares that " God loved Him, " before 
the foundation of the world" (John 
xvii. 24.) : that, he had a glory with 
the Father, before the world wias (John 
xvii. 5.) : that " he spake what he had 
SEEN with his Father" (John viii. 88.): 
whom " NO man" hath " seen" but himself 
alone (John vi. 46.) : that, he " came down 
" from Heaven," to do the will of Him that 
SENT Him ( John vi. 38.): that he "came 
" FORTH from the father, and came into 
" the world : and was to leave the world," 
and " go to the Father" (lb. xvi. 28.): 
that he should be seen " ascending " 
where he "was before" ( John vi. 62.): 
that he was " before Abraham " (lb. viii. 
58.): that he was "the Christ" (lb. iv. 
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26,): that the Father hath "sanctified" 
Him, and " sent him into the world " (lb. 
X. 35.) : that he was the " Savioub of the 
"world" (lb. iii. 17.): "the way'' (lb. 
xiv. 6.) : " the truth : " " the Resurrection, 
" and the life" (lb. xi. 25.) : that " who- 
" soever despised him, despised the Father 
"who sent him" (Luke x. 16.): that he 
and the Father "were one" (in design, 
action, agreement, and affection) (John x. 
SO.) : that " all judgment was committed 
unto him, to the end, that all might 
" honour the Son, even as they honour 
" the Fathbb" (lb. v. 22, 23.) : that " aU 
" things were delivebed unto Him of 
" the Fatheb ; " and that none " knew 
" the Son, but the Father." (Matt. xi. 27.) 
He directs his disciples to baptize into his 
" name," in conjunction with the names of 
the Father and the Holy Speeot. (lb- 
xxviii. 19.) He affirms that he " shall sit 
" on the throne of his glory " to judge 
mankind (lb. xxv. 31. et inf.); and that^ 
all POWER WAS GIVEN him in heaven and in 
earth. (lb. xxviii. 18.) It is not easy to 
imagine, how common reascHi, with such 
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declarations before it, can arrive at the coti- 
elusion, that Jesus Christ was a mere in- 
" SPIRED MAN : " or only " a Prophet, or as 
** one (rf the Prophets." 

No. 11. Matt. xix. 17. ** And he said 
" unto him, Why callest thou me good ? 
" there is none good but God : but, if 
" thou wilt enter into life, keep the 

" COMMANDMENTS." 

On this passage, we may remark, in the 
first place, that it contains an unequivocal 
declaration of our blessed Lord,— <-that 
ABSOLUTE PERFECTION exists soldy, and ex- 
clusively, in the Deitt : and, in the second 
place, — that (in contradiction to the 
opinions, of the Antinomians, and the 
disparagers of good works) it pronounces 
MORAL OBEDIENCE to be an absolute con- 
dition of salvation. That God should 
love virtue, and be pleased (so to speak) 
with an exhibition of it, in the conduct of 
his rational creatures, is a ^sondusian of 
reason, sanctioned by express revdaticm. 
If so, GOOD WORKS must havc a ^alue in 
his sight : and though, of themselves, they 
can CLAIM no reward (being, after all, but 
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the PERFORMANCE of duty,) yet, not only 
would their omission be a breach of obli- 
gation ; but, we have authority for humbly 
conceiving, that their conscientious fulfil- 
ment, will be regarded with complacency by 
Gk)d : will give joy to angels : and be 
crowned at the last, through Christ, with 
the blessing of the Father. See Matt. 
XXV. 34. 

No 12. Matt. XX. 23. "And he saith 
" unto them. Ye shall drink indeed of my 
" cup, and be baptized with the baptism 
" that I am baptized with : but to sit on 
" my right hand, and my left, is not mine 
" to give : but it shall be given to them, 
" for whom it is prepared of my Father." 

This declaration of our blessed Lord 
is very remarkable. It intimates, that, 
although "all power had been given to 
« him in heaven and in earth," yet, there 
were " deep things of God," which were 
confined, exclusively, to the Divine Mind, 
See also Matt. xxiv. 26. 

No. 18. Matt, xxiii. 9. " And call no 
" man your father upon the earth : for 
" ONE is your Father, which is in 
" heaven." 
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Our blessed Lord assumes to himself, 
in the 8 th and 10th verses, the title and 
office of MASTER or LEADER ; but points to 
God alone, as the one universal Father. 

No. 14. Matt. xxiv. 36. "But, of 
" THAT day and hour knoweth no man : 
" no, not the angels of heaven, but my 
" Father only." 
See Comment, No. 12. 
No. 15. Matt. XXV. 31. "When the 
" Son of Man shall come in his glory, and 
" all the holy angels with him, then shall 
" he sit upon the throne of his glory " — 
to the end of the chapter. 

This most sublime representation of the 
transactions at the great day of final 
JUDGMENT, while it fills the soul with in- 
expressible awe, suggests to it the most 
powerful motives to aspire after moral 
EXCELLENCE ; and holds out the strongest 
possible encouragement, to the exercise of 
all the better and more amiable affections 
of our nature — even life eternal. A 
further confirmation, this, of the great 
truth, that good works, wrought in 
Christ, have a value in the estimation of 

D 
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the Most High ; and will (through mercy) 
meet with their reward. It may be 
observed, that this astonishing office of 

JUDGING MANKIND, rCStS (aS OUR BLESSED 

Lord expressly teUs us) upon the foun- 
dation of DERIVED authority : " For the 
" Father judgeth no man ; but, hath com- 
" mitted all judgment to the Son." — 
(John V. 22.) 

No. 16, Matt. xxvi. 39. 42. 44. " And 
" he went a little farther, and fell on his 
" face, and prayed, saying, my Father, 
" if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
" me : nevertheless, not as I will ; but as 
" Thou wilt. 

" 42. He went away again the second 
" time, and prayed, saying, my Father, 
" if this cup may not pass away from me, 
" except I drink it, Thy will be done. 

'^ 44. And he left them, and went away 
" again, and prayed, the third time, saying 
" the same words." 

It seems impossible to separate the idea 
of the inferiority of Christ's nature to 
that of the one God, from these words of 
OUR BLESSED LoRD. The Same inference. 
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is forced upon the mind by the 53d verse : 
*' Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray 
" to my Father, and he shall presently 
*' GIVE me more than twelve legions of 
" angels?" At the same time, however, the 
question implies such a certain assurance 
on the part of Christ, of God's instant 
compliance with his petition, as no merely 
inspired mortal man could venture to 
entertain, and, much less, express. 

No. 17- Matt. xxvi. 64. " Hereafter 
*' shall ye see the Son of Man, sitting at 
" the RIGHT hand of POWER, and coming in 
" the clouds of heaven." 

While this passage affords another proof 
of the SUBORDINATION of Christ's nature ; 
its august imagery appears to imply a 
DIGNITY of CHARACTER, far abovc that of an 
inspired mortal man. 

No. 18. Matt, xxvii. 46. " My God, 
" my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?" 

The mind cannot avoid the conclusion, 
that this is a pathetic exclamation, ad- 
dressed from an inferior to a superior ; 
• though the feelings which inspired it 
have beep a subject of discussion among 
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divines. It is the suggestion of that ac- 
complished scholar, and acute critic, the 
late Archbishop of Armagh, that "this 
" was the language in which the Jews ex- 
" pressed great affliction^ without com- 
'*" plaint, OT distrust in God/' Revision in 
loc. note. May we not, however, with 
all humility, conceive, that pure benevolence^ 
influenced oub blessed Lord, to utter 
this quotation from the 22d Psalm? — an 
anxious desire, first, to direct the attention 
of the misguided wretches who surrounded 
him, to a portion of their own sacred writings, 
which circumstantially predicted the very 
tragedy in which themselves were the chief 
actors : and, secondly, to fiimish believers, 
in after times, with a convincing proof, 
that, it was He who " was spoken of by the 
"Prophets;" and that it was ordained 
from everlasting, that Christ "ought to 
" SUFFER these things, and to enter into his 
" glory." 

No. 19. Matt, xxviii. 18. " All power 
"is GIVEN unto me in heaven and in 
" earth." 

St. Paul, in 1 Cor. xv. expresses, more 
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fully, the NATURE, extent, and duration of 
that, delegated power, which our blessed 
Lord assumes to himself in the foregoing 
words: and, at the same time, shows the 
Son's distinction from, and inferiority to, 
the Father. " He hath put all things 
*' under his feet. But, when he saith, all 
*' things are put under him, it is manifest 
" that HE is excepted who put all things 
^' under him. 

" And when all things shall be subdued 
unto him, then shall the Son also be 
subject unto him that put all things 
*' under him, that God may be all in 

*' ALL.'^ 

Pyle's paraphrase of this passage is clear 
and sensible, *' When I say Christ has the 
*' government and superiority over all things 
" given to him, you must naturally auppose, 
" that I except God the Father, who com- 
" MTTTED this government to him. And 
*' thus, even when Christ shall have sub- 
^* dued all the enemies of God, and finished 
*^ the whole dispensation with mankind 
^ upon earth, and his mediatorial govern- 
^ MENT shall cease, he will resign himself, 
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" his church, and its members, to God th^ 
*' Father ; who shall then, either himself 
" be for ever the immediate Governor, Lord, 
" and Disposer of all things : or else, will 
" continue Christ his Son to be the glorious 
" and triumphant Lord over the church, 
" which he has so graciously redeemed : 
" though still in subordination to himself, 
" the supreme Father, who first committed 
" all power unto Him: compare Daniel vii. 
14—27." 

No. 20. Matt, xxviii. " Go ye therefore, 
" and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
" the name of the Father ; and of the Son : 
" and of the Holy Ghost." 

The following paraphrastic translation of 
this passage, is sanctioned by some of our 
ablest commentators. "Go ye therefore, 
" and preach the Gospel to all the world : 
" making disciples out of every nation, (or 
" all the heathen) and baptizing them with 
" water, into the name of the Father," &c. ; 
that is, receiving them, to ^profession of the 
belief and an obligation to the practice of 
that religion, which God the Father has 
revealed and taught by the Son : and con- 
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firmed and established by his Holy Spirit. 
See Clarke : Newcome : and Dr. Whitby's 

MARE. 

No- 21. Chap. ii. 10. " But that ye 
*' may know that the Son of Man hath 
*' POWER upon earth to forgive sins, he saith 
" to the sick of the palsy : 

" I say unto thee, Arise," &c. 

See Comment, No. 4. 

No. 22, Mark ii. 28. " Therefore the 
** Son of Man is Lord also of the Sab- 

** BATH," 

See Comment, No. 8- 

No. 23. Mark x. 18- " Why callest 
*' thou me good. There is none good but 
*' ONE, that is God." 

See Comment, No. 11- 

No. 24. Mark x- 40. " But to sit on 
** my right hand and on my left hand is not 
*' mine to give : but it shall be given to 
" them for whom it is prepared." 

An explicit avowal, by our blessed Lord 
of his own restricted power, authority, 
and knowledge. See Comment, No. 12. 
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No. 25. Mark xiii. 32. " But of that 
" day and of that hour, knoweth no man, 
" no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
" neither the Son, but the Father." 

See Comment, No. 12. 

No. 26. Mark xiv. 36- " Abba, Father, 
" all things are possible unto thee : tak^ 
" away this cup from me : nevertheless, 
" not what I will, but what thou wilt," 

Words cannot more forcibly, plainly, or 
pathetically express, the feeling of holy 
resignation, and profound submission, to 
the will and decree, of the indivisible 
source of all power and perfection, than 
this short petition of our blessed Lord. 

Se^ Comment, No. 18. 

No. 27. Mark xiv. 62- "And Jesus 
" said, I AM : and ye shall see the Son of 
" Man sitting on the right hand of power, 
" and coming in the clouds of heaven." 

Such was the reply of our blessed Lord 
to the High Priest's question, " Art thou the 
" Son of the blessed?" an answer, which, 
while it asserts Christ's claim, to this mys- 
terious title ; refers, as a proof of the just- 
ness of this claim, to his future manifestation. 



A FEW REVERENTIAL THOUGHTS. 57 

in glory : when as the vicegerent of omni- 
potence (sitting at the right hand of 
power) he shall come to " judge both the 
" quick and the dead." 
See Comment, No. 15* 



LUKE. 

No. 28. Chap. ii. 49. "And he said 
*^ unto them, How i& it that ye sought me ? 
" Wist ye not, that I must be about my 
*' Father's business ?" 

This is the earliest " saying " of our 
BLESSED Lord, recorded in the New Testa- 
ment ; and is in perfect harmony with the 
language which he held, respecting his own 
CHARACTER, PERSON, and OFFICE; from the 
commencement to the conclusion of his 
public ministry. That the speech implies 
his DIVINE MISSION, and, consequently, the 

SUBORDINATION of HIS NATURE tO that of 

" the Father," who sent him, appears to be 
too clear, to be a subject of reasonable 
disputation. 

No. 29. Luke iv. 43. "And he said 
^ unto them,* I must preach the kingdom of 
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''God, to other cities also; for, therefore 
*' am I SENT." 

Our blessed Lord's divine mission and 
the object of it, are here expressly asserted 

by HIMSELF. 

No. 30. Luke x. 16. " He that heareth 
"you, heareth me, and he that despiseth 
" YOU, despiseth me ; and he that despiseth 
" ME, despiseth Him that sent me." 

See Comment, No, 6.,- and compare John 
xiv. 11. " Believe me that I am in the 
" Father, and the Father in me." 

No. 31. Luke xi. 20. "But, if I with 
"the FINGER of God, cast out devils, no 
" doubt the kingdom of God is come upon 
" you." 

Dr. S. Clarke's paraphrase of this pas- 
sage is, I think, satisfactory : — "If the 
" thing itself be evident, (and ye cannot, 
"without the utmost absurdity, and most 
" inexcusable malice deny it,) that the mira- 
" cles which I work, are by God's immediate 
" power ; then, here is a plain, and unde- 
" niable demonstration, that I am really sent 
" by God : that I act by his commission and 
" authority ; and that the doctrine which I 
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** preach, is for the establishment of his 
*' kingdom;' Vol. ii. 120. 

No. 32. Luke xii. 5. " But I will fore- 
*'wam you whom you shall fear: Fear 
^' Him, which after he hath killed, hath 
" POWER to cast into hell : yea I say unto 
" you. Fear Hm." 

Though our blessed Lord does not, in 
this passage, refer, expressly, to His own 
NATURE, yet, his words furnish a negative 
proof that he does not participate in the 
DIVINE NATURE. He dirccts the believer to 
look to the ONE eternal God, as the ex- 
clusive object of awful reverence: and, in 
the two next verses, points out the same 
DIVINE BEING, as the sole providential 
governor, preserver, and protector, of all 
things here below* 

No. 33. Luke xii. 50. " But^ I have 
" a Baptism to be baptized with, and 
" how AM I STRAITENED, till it be accom* 
"plished!" 

This obscure text is thus paraphrased by 
Dr. S. Clarke : — "I myself must undergo 
" the first effects of it " (religious perse* 
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cation) "in suffering a cruel and igno-' 
"minious death: and I am uneasy, and 
" straitened in my own mind, with an earnest 
" desire of having this great work finished." 
The idea conveyed by these words, is that 
of a voluntary endurance of painful suffer- 
ings, arising out of the execution of a 
COMMISSION, given by a superior to an 

INFERIOR. 

No. 34. Luke xxii. 19, 20. " And he 
" took bread, and gave T^ANES, and brake 
" it, and gave unto them, saying : This ia 
" MY BODY which is given for you : do this 
" in remembrance of me. 

" Likewise also the cup after supper, 
" saying. This cup is the New Testament, 
" in my blood, which is shed for you." 

It is observable, that the expressions 
used by Christ in the second verse, are less 
FIGURATIVE, than his language in the former 
one: and may, as such, be considered as 
illustrative and explanatory of the meta- 
phors which he had used in the preceding 
one: necessarily leading the mind to the 
conclusion (taking into the account, the 
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CUSTOMARY character of Chbist's phrase- 
ology) that he spoke emblematically of 
the BREAD and the wine at his last supper : 
and pointed to the one as a significant 
representation of his body that was " to 
be broken ; " and the other of his blood 
which was " to be shed," for the salvation 
of mankind. See Comment, No. 6. A 
literal signification of the words, indeed, 
would revolt common sense. The reason- 
ing FACULTY with which God has endued 
our nature ; the intellectual instrument, by 
which we are enabled to weigh evidence — 
to try the truth or falsehood of statements : 
to estimate the soundness of propositions : 
and to judge of the possibility or impos- 
sibility of any asserted fact — this "light 
" of the mind," I repeat, must (as I should 
suppose), if appealed to, instantly reject 
that LITERAL interpretation, which the 
Church of Rome is said to apply to the 
metaphorical expressions of our blessed 
Lord, at the celebration of the eucharist : 
since, if literally taken, they would imply 
operations, utterly contradictory to the 
evidence of the senses; and entirely be- 
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yond the limits of possibility. The com- 
mands, " Take, eat, this is my body," 
(spoken of the bread) — and, "Drink ye 
"all of THIS," (spoken of the wine) for 
" THIS is my blood '^ — if regarded as being 
intended by our blessed Lord, to be under* 
stood in their literal acceptation, would 
involve the following absurdities, — that, 
substances, corporeally different and dis- 
tinct, were identical: or, one and the 
SAME — that, the same substance could be 
in TWO DIFFERENT PLACES, and under two 

DIFFERENT FORMS, at the SAME TIME — that, 

this substance, could, at once, be a living 
and INTELLIGENT Being ; and brute, un- 
THiNKENG MATTER — that it could Separate 
ITSELF from ITSELF, and be, at once, the 
GIVER, and the thing given — propositions, 
which (among other "strange things:" of 
"vain deceit; after the tradition of men: 
" after the rudiments of the world : and not 
" after Christ : " sanctified in the corrupted 
creed of Papal Rome) violate all possi- 
bility: appal the common sense of man- 
kind, and insult the human understanding 
— which the mind cannot comprehend; 
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and which reason, if they were submitted 
to her test, would spurn or ridicule.* 

No. 35. Luke xxii. 70. "Then said 
"they all, Art thou the Son of God? 
"and he said unto them, Ye say that I 

" AM." 

The answer of our blessed Lord, in the 
Greek, seems to require this translation: 



"* I hare been much pleased with the following passage 
which appeared in a late Weekly Jovmal : — 

" Nor, let us deem lightly 1 nor speak disparagingly, sir, 
of HUMAN BEASON, in its Hiodest, and legitimate exercise : 
* the light of the mind ' — the faculty, by which we penetrate 
into the meaning of words and thinos ; as far as they are 
submitted to the cognizance of man — the precious frag- 
ment of the IMAGE of God, in which we were originally 
created — the iNTELLECxuAii principle, separating between 
the BRUTE and moral natures — the 'spark of heavenly 
flame,* which approximates human to angelic existences — 
which enables the mind of man, to distinguish between 
TRUTH and FALSEHOOD — to apprehend the attributes of 
the Almighty : and to adore them in the glorious ' opera- 
tions of his hands ' — to ascend above ' this dim spot, which 
men call earth,* to walk amid the stars: to 'sweep the 
heavens' — and, high above all (its most holy privilege) 
to ' search * out : sift : weigh ; and appreciate ; the proofs 
of the VERITY of ' our most holy faith : * and to ' find rest 
unto the soul ; ' in the impregnable conclusion ; and tran- 
quillizing CONVICTION ; that this ' work,' and this ' counsel * 
are of GrOD, and not of man — that it cannot be 'over- 
» thrown : ' and that even ' the gates of hell, shall not prevail 
against it.' 
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" Ye say truly, for I am." The terms the 
Son of God, and the Messiah, or " anointed," 
were sjmonytnous among the Jews. 

No. 36. Luke xxiii. 34. " Then said 
"Jesus, Father, forgive them, for they 
" know not what they do." 

This most compassionate, and disinter- 
ested supplication of the suflfering Saviour, 
on behalf of his enemies, involve the two 
ideas, of Christ's filial or subordinate 
relation, with respect to the Most High; 
and that, of God being the sole fountain of 
MERCY and PARDON — OUR Father who is 
in Heaven, to whom all prayer is to be 
addressed. See Comment, No. 5. 

No. 37. Luke xxiii. 43. " And Jesus 
" said unto him, VerUy, I say unto thee, 
" To-day shalt thou be with me in Para- 

" DISE.*' 

Taking for granted, the genuineness of 
the account of the dying penitent " thief," 
I would remark, that the meaning of our 
blessed Lord's answer to him, seems to 
have been well given by Archbishop New- 
come, — This day shalt thou be with me, 
in the state of those who are separated (as 
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in a GARDEN of delight) for God's ac- 
ceptance. Revision in loc. It recognizes 
an exertion of that power and authority, 
with which our blessed Lord was invested, 
when " all things were delivered to him of 
" his Father." Matt. xi. 27. 

No. 38. Luke xxiii. 46. " Father, into 
" thy hands I COMMEND my spirit." 

These final words of Christ upon the 
cross, are not more remarkable for the 
spirit which they breathe, of perfect sub- 
mission, and holy resignation, to the Divmil 
will ; than, for the proof which they afford, 
of the Son's entire subordination to, and 
complete dependance upon, the Father. 
Our blessed Lord intimated, in early life, 
that his occupation, through his ministry, 
would be, to be " about his Father's busi- 
ness ; " and he closes his existence, with a 
recommendation of his soul to " the Father 
" of spirits — HIS Father, and our Father ; 
" his God, and our God." John xx. 17. 
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JOHN. 

No. 39. John ii. 4. "Woman, what 
" have I to do with thee ? Mine hour is 
" not yet come." 

This is not the language of austerity or 
disrespect. Woman was an honourable and 
kind appellation. John xix. 36. " Woman, 
" behold thy son ! " Among the ancients, 
indeed, persons in the most digni&ed sta- 
tions were often thus addressed, by their 
equals, and even inferiors. Horn. H. iii. 
204. Odyss. xix. 555. Soph. Trachin. 230. 
The more correct and suitable version 
would be, " Woman ! what hast thou to do 
" with me ?" — in other words, " Why do you 
" concern yourself respecting my public 
" ministry ? Why do you interfere in the 
" execution of my office, as Messiah ? What 
" attention should I pay to the casual sug- 
" gestion of an earthly parent, in my high, 
" and important public character ? The 
" Spmrr of God is my only guide, in ^ the 
"business 'of * my Father:' id the oper- 
" ations of my divine mission. The exact 
" time, appointed by God, for my attracting 
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• 

*• the general notice of the Jews, by a series 
" of public miracles, is not yet arrived." 

No. 40. John ii. 16. " Take these things 
" hence : make not my Father's house, a 
" house of merchandize." 

The Evangelist tells us, that Chrisf s 
" word was with power:" (Luke iv. 32.) 
and that he " taught as one having autho- 
" RiTY." (Matt. vii. 29.) The above pas- 
sage is an example of the exercise of this 
authority : but, the command is accompanied 
with an intimation of our blessed Lord's 
SUBORDINATION to his Father. Bishop Hurd 
has well illustrated this remarkable trans- 
action, in his discourse on Christ's driving 
the dealers out of the Temple. 

No. 41. John iii. 13. " And no man 
" hath ascended up to Heaven : but he that 
" came down from Heaven ; even the Son 
" of Man which is in Heaven." 

Much stress is laid on this passage, by 
those who hold the doctrine of the Trinity 
in Unity : but, as it should seem, without 
suflBicient foundation. The participle pre- 
sent^ a>v, (according to the soundest critical 
authorities) is, here, substituted, (as in 
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several other parts of the sacred writings) 
for the participle past A remarkable in- 
stance of this occurs, in John ix. 25. " ev o*8a, 
0T«, Tu^Xop ON, apri 3X67ra> " — literally — 
" One thing I know, that being blind" (the 
participle present) " now I see." Allowing 
then the justness of this criticism, the pro- 
per translation of this member of the 13th 
verse, will be, who was in heaven — i. e. 
BEFORE his INCARNATION. See Bishop Pearce 
here ; and on c. i. 18. On the other hand, 
however, the Unitarians appear to depart 
entirely from the rules of just criticism, 
when they tell us, that " the clause is to be 
" understood of the knowledge which Christ 
" possessed of the Father's will." New 
Testament in an improved Version, &c. 
1808, in loc. — for, neither grammar, nor 
common sense, will allow us to separate the 
idea of our blessed Lord's pre-existence, 
from the natural and unstrained meaning 
of the words. The whole of Christ's lan- 
guage in this chapter, implies his divine 

MISSION. 

No. 42. John iv. 26. " Jesus saith unto 
*' her, I that speak unto thee, am he." 
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An explicit avowal by Christ, that HE 
was the Shiloh : Messiah : or " teacher 
" come from God," (John iii. 2.) expected, 
both by Samaritans and Jews : and regarded, 
by the more thoughtful of both nations, as 
*' Him who was to come," to " fulfil all that 
" the PROPHETS had spoken : " and to make 
a fall, clear, and final revelation, of the 
WILL of God. 

No. 43. John iv. 34. " My meat is to 
" do the WILL of God who sent me : and to 
" finish HIS work." 

A plain declaration by our blessed Lord 
of his DIVINE mission ; and an expression of 
ZEAL, in the discharge of its duties. 

No. 44. John v. 17. " But, Jesus said, 
" My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
" work." 

But, Jesus answered the absurd accu- 
sation of the Jews, of his prophaning the 
"Sabbath:" saying, "As God, from the 
" time of the creation to this day, governs, 
" preserves, and benefits the world, without 
" distinction of days : so I, also, who am 
" come down from him, and act by his will, 
" POWER, and commission, have sufficient 
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" authority, to work miracles of kindness 
" and mercy, to men, at all times ; without 
" subjecting myself to your ritual and cere- 
" monial observances ; which ought, most 
" justly, to give place, to the eternal laws 
" of God : to the exercise of piety, mercy, 
" and charity : being never any further pro- 
'' fitable, than they can be subservient to 
" these great ends." Clarke and Newcome, 
in loc. This interpretation of the verse, is 
in perfect harmony with the meaning which 
the Jews innnediately attributed to the 
speech of Christ : that " he made himself 
LIKE to God : " for so the word icov, which 
is rendered equal, ought to have been 
translated. See Newcome's learned Note: 
Philip, ii. 6. 

No. 45. John v. 23. " That all men 
" should HONOUR the Son: even as they 
" HONOUR the Father." 

This is the language of vice-regal, or 
DERIVED authority. The king hath invested 
the VICE-ROY, with all regal dignity and 
power: it is the duty, therefore, of those 
whom the vice-roy governs, to show the 
SAME honour ; and to pay the same obedi* 



A FEW REVERENTIAL THOUGHTS. 71 

ENCE, to HIM, as they would do, to the 
MONARCH himself, were he to govern them 
in his OWN person. 

The whole of this chapter, is so fiill of 
intimations of our blessed Lord's more 
than mortal origin, nature, and attributes, 
as seems to place the truth of the doctrine 
of his pre-existence, beyond the reach of 
reasonable doubt. This observation may 
be extended, to the whole of St. John's 
Gospel: who appears to have had the es- 
tablishment of this SUBLIME TRUTH, Con- 
stantly in his contemplation, whilst engaged 
in the composition of it. 

No. 46. John vii. 16. "My doctrine 
" is not MINE, but, his that sent me." 

An express avowal, that the revelations 
which Christ made : the truths he taught : 
and the precepts which he enjoined, were 
communications from God to him : and that 
he was commissioned to deliver them to 
mankind. See verses 28, 29. "And I 
" am NOT come of myself." " I know him : 
*' for I am from him, and he hath sent me." 

No. 47. John viii. 58. " Before Abra- 
" ham WAS, I am." 
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See Comment, No. 41. The substitution 
of the present tense, for other tenses ; may 
be seen in the following passages, John v, 13. 
lb. xii. 9. lb. xiv. 9. lb. xv. 27. lb. xx. 15. 
lb. xxi. 4. 12. 

No. 48. John ix. 4. " I must work 
^' the works of him that sent me, while it 
"is day." 

Christ here expresses the obligation 
imposed upon him, to fulfil the purposes of 
that MISSION, to which he had been appointed 
by God. 

No. 49. John x. 15. "I lay down my 

" LIFE for the SHEEP." 

The NECESSITY of the death of Christ, 
and the efficacy of it " for the remission 
" of sms:" (Matt. xxvi. 28.) in the great 
Scheme of Man's redemption, are facts, so 
clearly announced, and repeatedly urged, in 
the New Testament, that it seems to be 
difficult to doubt, and hazardous to deny, 
the verity of the doctrine, which is grounded 
on such passages — the doctrine of the 
atonement: though we must be utterly 
ignorant, as to the modiis operandi of this 
astonishing dispensation. But, it must be 
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carefully observed, at the same time, that, 
when the term atonement is stretched be- 
yond its radical, precise, original meaning, 

- — AT-ONE-MENT — RECONCILIATION — " GOD 

" in Christ, reconciling the world to him- 
" self:" 2d, c. v. 19. — that imimaginable 
scheme of stupendous wisdom and mercy ; 
— Infinite Holiness reconciling Himself 
to fallen and undone mankind ; " Mercy 
" and Truth meeting together " — Right- 
eousness and Peace "kissing each other:" 
and Salvation granted to Sinners through 
the blood of the cross; on the conditions 

of REPENTANCE, FAITH, and OBEDIENCE. — 

When the word atonement is regarded in 
another sense, than this^ its scriptural mean- 
ing — a " door is opened," for a flood of 
false views: fallacious hopes: and pre- 
sumptuous ASSURANCES, of the MeRCY of 

God in Christ — for the fatal expectation, of 

REWARD without EXERTION; and WAGES 

without LABOUR — for the pernicious mis- 
take; that there can be religion without 
morality: and a saving faith without 
" GOOD WORKS " — for all the errors, in 
short, of rank antinomianism. The volun- 

e 
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TART SUFFERING of OUT BLESSED LORD, also, 

is intimately connected with the doctrine 
of the ATONEMENT. On this point, he gives 
us his own solemn assertions in these words 
— "I have POWER to lay it down" (his 
Hfe), " and I have power to take it again " 
(John X. 18.); and in his speech to Peter, 
when that apostle had cut off the ear of the 
High Priest's servant, he intimates, that 
had he desired to escape the punish- 
ment of death, a petition to his Father 
would have obtained the means of rescue : 
" Thinkest thou, that I cannot now pray 
" to my Father, and he shall presently 
" GIVE me more than twelve Legions of 
" Angels ? " — (Matt. xxvi. 53. ) It is clear 
from these declarations, that our blessed 
Lord willingly "laid down his lefb for 
" the Sheep." 

No. 50. John x. 16. " There shaU be 
" ONE Fold, under one Shepherd." 

Had the Christian world drawn its creed 
from " the fountain of living waters " 
( Jerem. ii. 13.) — the Redeemer's own 
DECLARATIONS — and not " hewed out," for 
itself, " cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
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" hold no water:" — the notion of eternal, 
partial, irreversible decrees of election 
and reprobation, would never have been 
found among its doctrines; nor would 
Calvinism, under any of its modifications, 
— extreme, or moderate: vulgar, or phi- 
losophical, — ever have been thought of, 
by *' those who name the name of Christ ;" 
-since there is no truth, more clearly, or 
unequivocally revealed ; or more frequently, 
and earnestly, alluded to, and insisted on, 
by our blessed Lord; than, the perfect 
iMPARTiALrrY of God's dealings with his 
reasonable creatures : and, the universality 
of the call to everlasting Salvation. (Matt, 
vii. 19. lb. ix. 14. lb. x. 32. : and the 
Gospels passim.) Had Revelation, in- 
deed, been silent upon the subject : reason, 
it should seem, if consulted, would have 
pronounced the doctrine to have been a 
FALSE one : since it is utterly subversive, of 
all our REASONABLE ideas of the nature 
and ATTRIBUTES of the Deity. Calvinism, 
however, is a Mth, not only absurd, be- 
cause opposed to REASON, but terrifying, 
and demoralizing: destructive, equally, of 
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humble affiance in the Mercy of the Most 
High; and of a salutary terror of his 
Judgments: and calculated to produce, 
according to the character of the mind that 
adopts it, either, a total despair, or, an arro- 
gant assurance of SALVATION — either the 
intolerable anguish of " a wounded spirit," 
that deadens aU moral exertion; or, a 
proud confidence, in the certainty of elec- 
tion to eternal life, which considers all 
MORAL EXERTION, as entirely superfluous. 
Asserting, that the Almighty has, from all 
eternity, irreversibly doomed a certain 
NUMBER of his reasonable creatures, to ine- 
vitable future PUNISHMENT: and by a like 
arbitrary and unchangeable ordinance, has 
sealed a more fortunate class of individuals, 
to the future bliss of Heaven — without 
being influenced in his decrees, by any 
MORAL consideration: by any reference 
to their virtuous, or sinful course of action : 
to their different degrees of intellec- 
tual POWER, or spmnuAL knowledge: 
to the greater or less means which they 
may have enjoyed, of learning their duty, 
or obeying God's will Calvinism, I 
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repeat, seats upon the throne of Heaven, 
a capricious and vindictive tyrant, in the 
place of an adorable GrOD of love and 
mercy: and attributes to the author and 
RULER of universal BEING, a pervcrse par- 
TTALTTT, which would be criminal and despi- 
cable in an earthly judge. 

No. 51. John X. 29, 30. " My Father, 
'^ which GAVE them me, is greater than 

" ALL. " 

" I and my Father are one. " 

We are one in affection and agree- 
ment : in DESIGN and operation. See Com- 
ment, No. 6. Christ puts his own meaning 
on these words, in the 33d verse, " Because 
" I said, I am the Son of God." 

No. 52. John xi. 41. " Father, I 
" THANK thee, that thou hast heard me. " 

A pious acknowledgment of grateful 
feeling, from an inferior to a superior. 

No. 53. John xii. 27. " Now is my 
" soul troubled, and what shall I say? 
" Father, save me from this hour ; but, 
" for this CAUSE came I into the worid. " 

A pathetic appeal from an inferior to a 
SUPERIOR; followed- by an expression of 

:.F - 
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the most holy submission, and cheerful 

RESIGNATION. 

No. 54. John xii. 49. "For I have 
" not spoken of myself : but the Father 
" which sent me, he gave me a command- 
" MENT, what I should say, and what I should 
"speak." 

A plain declaration, that the doctrines 
revealed, and precepts enjoined, by our 
BLESSED Lord, had God for their author, 
and were transmitted to Mankind through 
" the Son. " 

No. 55. John xiii. 31, 32. " Now is the 
" Son of Man glorified : and God is glori- 
" fied in Him. 

" If God be glorified in Him, God shall 
" also glorify HIM in himself, and shall 
" straightway glorify him. " 

An exclamation of holy rapture, when 
our blessed Lord contemplated — the cer- 
tain speedy completion of his mission — 
the full accomplishment of the purpose for 
which he was sent— and the inconceivable 
REWAm), which was shortly to crown his 

VOLUNTARY OBBDIENCB. 

No. 66. John xiv. 28. " For my Fa- 

'^ THEB is GREATER than I." 



A FEW REVERENTIAL THOUGHTS. 79 

As no acknowledgment of the inferio- 
rity of " the Son " can be more unequivocal, 
or conclusive, thaa these emphatic words ; 
I here close my quotations ; requesting, at 
the same time, that our correspondence (as 
far as regards this impenetrable mystery, 
which is the subject of my letter) may also 
terminate: and that we may wait for its 
developement, till we reach that state of 
light and holiness : where we shall no longer 
" see as through a glass, darkly;" but " face 
" to face : " and where " we shall know 
" even as we are known : " 

" with trembling Pinions soar : 

" Wait the great Tsacheb, Death, and God adobe ! *' 

I am, my dear Sir, 

&c. &c. 



THE END. 
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